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Fueter: Europaisches Staatensystem 709 

Geschichte des Europaischen Staatensystems von 1492-1559. Von 

Eduard Fueter. [Handbuch der Mittelalterlichen und Neueren 

Geschichte, herausgegeben von G. von Below und F. Meinecke. 

Abteilung II.] (Munich and Berlin : R. Oldenbourg. 1919. Pp. 

xxi, 343.) 

This is a very noteworthy book. It has no obvious family relation- 
ship to the masterly Geschichte der Neueren Historiographie, which the 
author published in 191 1; it is not professedly a methodological work, 
which one might have expected him next to produce; and yet one may 
conjecture that in writing it he was influenced by the desire to demon- 
strate how the history of Europe profitably may be — probably must be — 
rewritten. In choosing the subject for this, his second big piece of 
work, it is likely that his interest in Swiss-Imperial affairs furnished 
the guiding thread, for he is a Ziiricher who wrote his doctor's disserta- 
tion, in 1899, on Der Anteil der Eidgenossenschaft an der Wahl Karls V. 
Be that as it may, he has chosen to apply his methods to the most diffi- 
cult knot of political problems in modern history, and any one whose 
head has whirled as he has read Ranke's much-praised Latin and Teu- 
tonic Nations, 1404-1514, will be thankful that Fueter made the choice 
he did. 

The broad purpose of the book is to trace and explain the events 
which, centring in the struggle for the control of Italy, led to the estab- 
lishment of the short-lived Hapsburg hegemony in Europe. The basic 
data might conceivably have been worked into the narrative, in the skill- 
ful fashion which our best American historians exemplify; but the 
author, improving immensely on the customary introductions of Conti- 
nental historians, makes his methodological demonstration more obvious 
by choosing, so to say, first to present his explanations and then to trace 
the events. 

Part I. (pp. 1-250) is devoted to a systematic examination of the 
elements of strength and of weakness underlying the military and diplo- 
matic actions sketched in part II. (pp. 250-328). The first part opens 
with a general exposition of these factors: political Kampfmittel (diplo- 
matic organization, "publicity"), military Kampfmittel (infantry tac- 
tics, recruiting, cavalry, artillery, the state and the navy, sailing vessels 
v. galleys), economic Kampfmittel (commercial conflicts, the ensuring 
of the importation of food, the incidence of cattle-raising v. agriculture 
on the supply of soldier-material), the influence of intrastate relations 
(of Estates upon financial policy, of ecclesiastical conflicts on the gov- 
ernment's freedom of action), and the influence of "spiritual" factors 
(feeling of nationality, idea of balance of power, feeling of brotherhood 
of Christian peoples, dogmatic changes). 

The bulk of the first part (pp. 51-250) is given over to a systematic 
examination of the position of each of the states, large and small, in 
respect to the factors just enumerated. The topics devoted to France 
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will show how each country's resources are canvassed : land and people ; 
industry v. trade; internal political organization; army; navy; foreign 
policy; organization of foreign service, relations with Spain, with the 
Hapsburg lands, with England, with the neighboring smaller states, with 
the other states; political aspirations. 

Part II. traces the changes in the European states-system from 1492 
to 1559, making steady use of the basic material laid down in part I. 

It is impossible, in the limited space vouchsafed to this review, to 
show how the author has illuminated the history of the critical years 
1494-1559, but some illustrations are possible. He makes clear why the 
possession of Milan, which carried with it the control of Genoa's sea- 
power, furnished the key to the control of Italy {e.g., pp. 3-4, 208). He 
shows that Sicily was the essential granary of Spain {e.g., p. 96), and 
that Venice's " imperialistic " expansion into northern Italy was due to 
her dire need of a sure supply of food for man and beast {e.g., pp. 158, 
173). Similarly Switzerland's great export industry in infantry was 
due to their skill with the pike and necessary as a source of revenue to 
buy food for her population (pp. 233 ff.). The Reformation detached 
the cities from the Swabian League and thus destroyed one of the main 
supports of Hapsburg power in southern Germany (pp. 134, 136, note), 
and ultimately paralyzed Switzerland's political influence in foreign af- 
fairs (p. 234). The Turks furthered trade {e.g., p. 78). The Haps- 
burg diplomatic reports were superior to the Venetian relations (pp. 
138, 164). 

The curious reader will look in vain for any reference to the Great 
War which was raging when the book was written. Many points will 
remind him of it. E.g., German merchants smuggled their goods into 
Switzerland in order to share the special privileges which Swiss goods 
enjoyed in Milan (p. 210, note) ; Metz, Toul, Verdun, and Cambrai, sur- 
rendered to France by German princes in 1552, were not German in 
speech (p. 321). 

The immediate use which will be made of this book will be the utili- 
zation of the wealth of bibliographical reference which it provides (pp. 
v-xii, and section by section). Books and articles which appeared as 
late as 1919 are cited, and the older secondary material is substantially 
superseded. 

The reviewer would not be understood as believing that this stimulat- 
ing book is novel in its method, for certainly some European and Amer- 
ican historians have already written history with a similar grasp upon 
fundamental data, but no large tangled mass of international problems 
has before been handled with such a mastery of the real factors which 

underlay them. 

G. C. Sellery. 



